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In May 2017, the city of Memphis, Tennessee witnessed a massive Tape Art tree 
consume the front of the Brooks Museum of Art. After two and half weeks of watching 
the Tape Art Crew draw grass, ferns, leaves and the longest hair, over 400 community 
members helped to celebrate the completion of the mural by joining in its removal.



The imagery of the mural was driven 
by a desire to break up the dominant 
geometric lines that define the facade of 
the Brooks Museum. The city’s striking 
collection of soaring old-growth trees 
served as inspiration, their organic lines 
mirrored on the museum walls to create 
the Woman Tree.

The layers of pattern-making in this drawing 
were an allusion to the great southern painter 
Carroll Cloar, whose obsessive nature patterns 
were the backdrops for his scenes of southern 
folklore. At the base of the Woman Tree, a cock-
eyed panther from Cloar’s famous painting, 
Story Told By My Mother, prowls through the 
long grass. His presense keeps 15 ladies aloft 
in the limbs, their hair mysteriously long and 
perhaps a sign of the time that they have been 
waiting to come down.

The marble surface of the original 1916 museum 
building hosts a series of verticle tree trunks that 
create the rythm of traveling from a dense grove 
to the site of an open clearing. The clearing is 
inhabited by a single large tree on the round 
face of the museum’s main entrance.



What are the women doing while marooned in the tree? 

They are texting on their cell phones. To give viewers a glimpse 
into the unseen world of these digital communications, 
museum volunteers posted to live Instagrams for each lady 
for the month that the mural was active. These Instagrams 
delighted everyone and brought these hushed figures to life.

To highlight works inside the museum the Instagram version 
of each woman was cast as a female from a painting in the 
Brook’s permanent collection. Here is a post from Mary from 
Andrea Previtali’s The Annunciation.



The Woman Tree was commissioned as the grand 
finale for the Brooks Museum’s year-long centennial 
celebrations.

The mural was drawn free-hand directly onto the walls 
without preliminary sketches using approximately 
50 rolls of tape of various widths. Two artists worked 
12+ hour days for 18 consecutive days to complete the 
project for a total of over 400 collective hours, 72 of 
which were spent just on the upper canopy of leaves.

As a compliment to the women in the tree, you can spot 
three young girls traversing the forest floor to deliver 
handfuls of phone chargers. Their hair is not long 
enough for them to join their older counterparts... yet.



“The vision statement of the MBMA is 
transforming lives through the power of art. 
Watching visitors respond to the creation 
of the mural, listening to them engaging 
with the artists, and seeing the pleasure 
and wonder experienced in front of the 
completed project was a textbook example 
of how art can move people.”
― Marina Pacini, Chief Curator

“Tape Art has resonated for Memphians long 
after its removal. We hope that these public 
art installations encourage conversations 
about the Brooks and its mission, but also 
about the relevance of art and art museums 
in our community.”
― Emily Ballew Neff, Executive Director

“The Tape Art project was a joy to promote, 
especially through social media.”
― Karen Davis, Public Relations Specialist

“I observed our students and visitors watch the Tape Art 
progress in wonder as the museum walls dissolved away 
to reveal the artwork inside. The Cloar panther walked out 
of the gallery and prowled through the trees and grass 
that began to cover the façade. I felt the museum was 
more a part of the community than ever before.”
― Amy Foote, Associate Director of Education
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