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The Bathysphere 

There is never a shortage of things to see on the boardwalk at Coney Island. 

In August 2014, however, passersby were treated to something new: Over 

the course of five days, Tape Art created a three-part mural on the grounds 

of the New York Aquarium, recalling the historic accomplishments of the 

Bathysphere, a deep-sea exploration capsule. 
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The capsule was the result of a partnership between William Beebe and Otis 

Barton, who explored the deep together from within their tiny metal sphere. 

Measuring only four feet and nine inches in diameter, there was no room 

inside for a camera of that period. Instead, they used a telephone line to  

verbally describe the creatures they saw to Gloria Hollister, up on deck. 

These descriptions were later used to create sketches and paintings of the 

previously unseen marine life they had encountered.  

The project was commissioned to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the 

Bathysphere’s descent a half-mile (3,028 feet) below the ocean’s surface, 

on August 15, 1934. It set a record for human exploration of the deep that 

remained unbroken for the next fifteen years. 
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The Narrative 

Barton and Beebe were the first humans to witness deepwater fish in their 

natural environment, exploring a world hitherto only imagined and much  

mythologized. Their first-hand accounts were originally dismissed by some 

as flights of fancy. In the intervening years, the scientific community has 

identified nearly all the fish they documented. All but four, the illustrations 

of which still stand today as mysteries of the ocean. 

The drawing at the entrance to the Aquarium shows a life-sized version 

of the Bathysphere, hovering above two of these fish. They were depicted 

in epic proportions, as creatures lost to time, yet to be rediscovered. The 

world of deepwater fish is the stuff of nightmares: long rows of gnashing 

teeth, glowing eyes, scaly, translucent bodies, mask-like faces and pointy 

appendages everywhere.
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The work on the Aquarium’s upper level was designed for community  

engagement. A framework of coral and underwater animals set the stage  

for the public to add hundreds of tape fish to the walls at the Aquarium’s  

first Night@NYA event since the devastation of Hurricane Sandy in 2012.
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When the Bathysphere was ready to dive, they lowered it from a ship’s 

deck. The boardwalk mural is of that deck, bustling with activity. Here 

is the Bathysphere, tethered by a single cable, the two pioneers getting it 

ready. Next to it are aquariums, filled with the animals they had found. 

Finally comes Else Bostelmann, the artist whose job it was to bring their  

verbal and written descriptions to life through her sketches and paintings.
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By The Numbers

• The three murals were created by five artists over the course of five days.

• Cumulatively, it required more than three hundred hours of labor. 

   That’s a big baby! 

• The mural was removed a little over a week after its completion. 

The Location

The murals were drawn on and around the New York Aquarium at Coney 

Island; one on the wall before the entrance to the aquarium, one inside the 

aquarium itself, and one along the famous boardwalk outside.


