
PENTUCKET PAGEANT



This project was made possible 
through partnership with the 
Pentucket Arts Foundation and 
a generous grant from the Essex 
County Community Foundation.

They said we can choose any figure we like 
and transform it into a person from our 
town’s history. Who will we get to draw?

Whatever we make here, we 
can put up anywhere in town.



SUBURBAN STREET ART

How can we use temporary public art to engage the 
communities of three towns? The greatest challenge 
was designing a project that could be successful in a 
sub-urban setting where there are no, large, central 
gathering spaces.

The plan for the Pentucket Pageant project was 
inspired by the bicentennial of one of the three 
towns. A local historian shared a panoramic photo of 
the town’s centennial celebrations, which included 
a pageant that told the history of the town where 
almost the entire town was either participating or 
spectating.

This pageant became the inspiration for a 
modern remix. The Tape Art Crew would work 
with the Pentucket Arts Foundation to create an 
experience where community members could 
come together to create a bicentennial pageant 
of figures drawn in tape. These figures would be 
people from the last 100 years of local history 
and once drawn would be able to be placed 
throughout the communities so that the entire 
community could enjoy a taste of street art as 
well as their own history.
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INVITATION TO THE COMMUNITY

To introduce Tape Art to the residents of the 
three towns and get press for the Pageant Day 
event, the Tape Art Crew created murals on 
high-proflie walls in each town. The murals 
reflected local history: (top) the waters of 
the great flood of 1936 surging past factory 
windows in Merrimac, (middle) the midget 
racing at the Pines Speedway in Groveland, 
and (bottom) a fanciful imagining of the 
comb factories that made West Newbury a 
manufacturing hub at the end of the 19th 
century.



DIGGING UP LOCAL HISTORY

From local libraries, historical societies, and town 
historians, the Tape Art Crew compiled a list of 
people from the tri-town area from the last 100  
years. This research was turned into prompt cards 
so that Pageant Day participants would know who 
they were drawing and what details they could 
add to the blank figure to reflect the historic 
person’s profession, hobbies, or importance to the 
community.



SETTING THE STAGE

In preparation for the Pageant Day, the Tape Art Crew made over 100 blank human silhouettes. These 
figures were designed to peel off the walls of the school and be transported to various locations 
around the three towns. The walls of the middle school were filled with life-sized human stickers 
waiting for the community to transform them from empty green forms into the people from their 
past and present.



PAGEANT DAY

On Pageant Day, the Tape Art Crew gave demos to participating families as a local steel drum band 
played and a food truck provided frozen treats. Participants were encouraged to look down the wall 
and find a drawing prompt that they felt connected to in some way. Many participants were moved to 
recognize the names of friends or family. Others, especially people who were newer additions to the 
community, were interested to learn about the history of their towns. Because the silhouettes helped 
participants with human proportions, even the self-proclaimed “non-artists” felt comfortable drawing 
and made work that surprised themselves.





FIGURES FIND HOMES

Once participating artists finished their figures, they 
removed them from the wall and placed them on 
buildings around the tri-town area.  Sub-urban graffiti 
artists!

Here, Merrimac police chief, James Flynn, was placed 
on the very police station where he was was chief for 
over twenty years. Later, at the public debreif, James 
Flynn’s widow shared with the community that she was 
moved by seeing her husband’s portrait and proud that 
he had been included in this project.



Over the course of the next week, the three towns were flooded with the figures made at the Pageant 
Day. Figures popped up on municipal buildings, libraries, private homes, local businesses, abandoned 
structures, and even on trees. Each figure was placed with their prompt cards next to them so that 
community members who had not made it to the Pageant Day event could learn about these figures. 
Over 60 figures could be found visible to the street, and at the public debrief, community members 
reported doing driving tours to find them all.







ART AS CATALYST FOR COLLECTING STORIES

This project had boundless potential as a means of capturing local history and stories. We approached 
the owner of the most popular snack stand in Merrimac to place a figure on her building. After 
choosing a figure at random, she came out to share that the figure we had placed on her building, 
Arthur Cloyd, used to live across the street from that very location and that as a child she had always 
missed the Santa Parade that he had helped to start, because her family spent the winters in Florida. 
She even pointed out the garage where the sleigh for the first several Santa Parades used to be 
housed. Capturing and documenting these stories is a project in and of itself, but a worthwhile one to 
preserve the local histories of American’s many small towns.



Scott Brewseter finds 
his portrait placed on 
the fire station where 
he was chief until 2017.
A great likeness. tapeart.com


